
Topic:Communallivingintheearlychurch.

Communallivinginvolveslivinginarelativelysmallcommunitywerethemembersharesa

commoninterestandideals.BeforeJesusascendedintoheavenheinstructedthedisciplesnot

todepartfrom Jerusalem untiltheyreceivetheHolySpiritwhowouldgivethem powertocarry

outtheirmessagemission.

AftertheascensionofJesusintoheaventheelevenapostleandsomeothermembersupto

onehundredandtwentywhilewaitingintheupperhome.Peterexplainedtothem theneedtofill

inthegapcreatedbyJudasiscariotwhohascommittedsuicideafterbetrayingJesusjudas

boughtafieldwiththebloodmoneycalled“Akolalama’’meaningfieldofblood.Peterexplained

theconditionsforthepersontoreplaceJudaswhichare;

ThepersonmusthavebeeneyewitnessofJesusearly,ministryfrom thebaptism deathand

reservationandascension.Basedonthisrequirementstwomengotforward,therewerejoseph

calledBarabbassurnamedjostlesandMathai’s,afterprayers,theycastlotsandthelotsfellon

Matthias'sandheelectedtoreplaceJudas

CharacteristicsofearlyChristiancommunity

Therewasspiritofonenessofheart,soulandloveunity.

Theystayedtogetherandhadeverythingincommon,theysharedwhatevertheyhave

accordingtotheneedofeachandeveryoneofthem.

Theystayedtogetheranddevotedthem selftobeteachingoftheapostles

TheyprayedandworshippedinthetempletogetheraccordingtotheJewishtimeofprayer

namelythethirdhour(9am)

Sitting(12noon)andthenighthour(3pm)

Theyhadcommonpursethosewhoaddpropertiessoldthem andbroughttheproceedstothe

apostlesforthewarfareofeverybody

Theyinvolvedbreadtogether.

Problems

Dishonesty

Discriminationinfooddistribution

Ananiasandsapphire(act5:1-11)

Ananiasandhiswifesapphirasoldtheirlandandconspiredtopresentpartofthemoneytothe



churchandkeepbacksomepartofittothemselves,aftermuchinterrogationbypeterhe

rebukedAnaniasforlyingtotheHolySpirit.Peterremindedhim thatthelandwashisbeforeit

wassoldandaftersold,thereproceeds(money)stillremainhisown.Peteraddedthathehad

notliedtomenbuttoGod.WhilePeterwasspeakingAnaniasfelldownanddiedandwastaken

awayforburial.ThreehourslaterSapphirehiswifecamein,ignorantofwhatherhusbandhas

falleninto.Peteraskedherifwhatherhusbandsaidwastheamounttheysoldtheland.She

confirmedthatitwasall.Petercondemnedherattitudeforconspiringtotemptthespiritofthe

lord.Peterinformedherthatshewouldfacethesamepunishmentasherhusband.This

incidentinstilledfearintothebelieversandalsoservedasanexampletoothers.

Problem ofDiscriminationinFoodDistribution

TheearlychurchwasmadeupoftheJews,Greekandpeoplefrom othernations.Problems

arosewhentheAttenist(notJews)complainedthattheirwidowswereneglectedinthe

distributionoffood,tosolvethisproblem,theapostlessummonedtheeldersforameetingand

explainedthatitwasnotproperforthem (apostles)toabandonthepreachingofthegospelin

ordertoservefood.TheyagreedtoappointsevenmenofgoodreputationfulloftheHolySpirit

andwisdom totakechargeoffooddistributionandothernecessitiesofthechurch.These

sevendeaconswereStephen,PhilipProtonic,Nicanor,Timan,ParmenasandNicholas.

Theapostlesprayedandlaidhandonthem.Theybroughtpeaceandrapidspreadofthegospel.

Significance/lessonlearnt

1. ThereplacementofJudasshowthatGodcanalwaysraisepeopletodohiswork.

2. Thecharacteristicsofpeopleshouldbeconsideredbeforeelectingthem intochurch

offices.

3. DishonestyandliesareevilinGod’ssightandattractseverepunishment.

4. ThechurchofChristshouldliveasacommunityofonebody.

5. Thepoorandlessprivilegedshouldbecaredforinthechurch.


